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TGS May General Meeting
May 15, 2017, 6:00—7:45 P.M.
Hardesty Regional Library
In the Pecan Room
Special Guest
We will have a special guest at our meeting . Kennedy Engel, a junior at Booker T.
Washington, is working on an Eagle Scout project of which Tulsa Genealogical
Society is the beneficiary. His project has been to assist Billion Graves in
photographing two Oklahoma Cemeteries: Booker T. Washington Cemetery in
Tulsa and one in Reno, Oklahoma. Kennedy then uploads the pictures, transcribed
information and GPS coordinates to Billion Graves through use of a phone app.
Billion Graves benefits many of us who are unable to travel to distant cemeteries in
our Ancestry Research. We welcome Kennedy as he relates his experiences and
progress of his project. Thank you, Kennedy, for asking TGS to sponsor you.

Tulsa Genealogical Society
Board of Directors
Cordially Invite You to Attend
The TGS 2017 Annual Meeting

TGS 2016-2017
Board of Directors
President:
Dot Becknell
1st VP:
Carol Ellis-Jones
2nd VP:
Donna Harmon
3rd VP:
Karen Gilfillan
Sec: Jae Jaeger
Treasurer:
Steve King
Sandi Ford:
Publications
Cynthia Barnes:
Hospitality

Join Us!
TGS meetings at the
Hardesty Library
Pecan Room
6:30 —8 P.M.

Hear About our Year 2016
(Directors and Chair Reports)

Lighted Parking
with Mobility
Accessible entrance.

(Treasurer’s Report)

Mailing:

Recognize Volunteers

P.O. Box 35106
Tulsa, OK 74153

Recognize Retiring Board Members
Elect 2017-2020 Board Members
We hope to see you!

Dorothy Becknell, TGS
President
918-814-1258

Inside this issue:

From the President...
Friends, Associates and Neighbors,
Do you know about the FAN club? The letters
stand for Friends, Associates and Neighbors. The
FAN club is an acronym from Elizabeth Shown Mills
to remind us to look for these groups when we are
researching our ancestry.

It also applies to the people who make up Tulsa
Genealogical Society. “Friends” are those we get to
know as we join TGS .

TGS May Program
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TGS “Pay It Forward”

The “Associates”? They are the ones who help us
on our adventure—telling us about new resources to
look into, celebrating with us when we find that
record we have been searching and searching for,
listening to our research stories—and their eyes don’t
glaze over.
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TGS Library Collection, NSUBA
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Society Stuff

And the “Neighbors” - Those are the volunteers
who make up TGS. We’ve formed a genealogical
community to work together to keep TGS growing
and moving forward.

Please note: live links are underlined.
To access links in the newsletter, use “Ctrl + Left Click”

We are celebrating Volunteer Appreciation this
month and now is the time to say “Thank You!
Especially the ones who serve on the TGS Board as
officers and directors; Sandi Ford, Karen Gilfillan,
Donna Harmon, Steve King, Carol Ellis Jones, Jae
Jaeger and Cynthia Barnes.

Mailing Info Changed?
Donna Harmon
(dh307@yahoo.com), 2016-17 Membership
Chair needs to know. Members receive
“blast” email reminders of our
meetings and other events in
your e-mail box.

Add to this stellar list the committee chairs - and
some of them are also Board members; Sandi Ford,
Donna Harmon, Fay Rene Hanks, Jim Hemphill,
Annette Corbell, and Jayne Mitchell.

We also use e-mail to
deliver your E-News
newsletter. That is…. if we
have your correct information!

And let’s not forget our research mentors - Bill
and Johanna Graham, Carol Ellis-Jones, Rosemary
Jones, Karen Cornish, Debby Patton, Steve King and
Sandi Ford.
A huge thank you to all who are serving now as
volunteers and a huge thank you to all who have
continued to support us in so many ways to keep
TGS alive.

Condolences to
the families and

Dorothy Becknell

friends of Renee’
King in the
recent loss of her

May 14

mother, and to the family and friends
of Jenise Brantley in the recent loss of
her brother.
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Article of Interest
[Editor’s Note: I’ve seen this a couple times over the last several years. In this unprecedented year it seems

to ring even truer. This essay is the work of Lori Borgman and was first published in the Indianapolis Star
on 15 March 1998.]

An Absolutely Brilliant Obituary Printed In The London Times
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us for many years.
No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.
He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain,
why the early bird gets the worm, life isn't always fair and maybe it was my fault.
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you can earn) and reliable
strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place.
Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate, teens suspended from
school for using mouthwash after lunch and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student only worsened
his condition.
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job that they themselves had failed
to do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when schools were required to get parental
consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student, but could not inform parents when a student
became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.
Common Sense suffered further as the churches became businesses and criminals received better treatment
than their victims.
Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your own home and the
burglar could sue you for assault.
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was
hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement.
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, by his wife, Discretion, by his
daughter, Responsibility, and by his son, Reason.
He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, I Want It Now, Someone Else Is To Blame, I'm A
Victim, and Pay Me For Doing Nothing.

Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.
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TGS Board of Directors will have 3 members
rotating off in June. They are Dorothy Becknell,
President, Carol Ellis Jones, 1st Vice President and
Donna Harmon, Membership Chair.

each have agreed to serve one-year term as Board
Member at Large.
These nominations will be presented at the May
Business Meeting for election to their respective
areas of service.

Nominations are as follow: Dorothy Becknell
and Carol Ellis-Jones, 3-year terms; Dian
Huffman Quin , a 3 year term. Cheryl
Thornburg Crosswell and Jeaneen Darnell

If there are other TGS members who would like to
serve on the BOD, please let Jim Hemphill,
hemphill3@cox.net, know asap.

How many of you have noticed we finally have our TGS website back up? It is not complete but is
navigable. I want to thank Karen Gilfillan for helping with the transfer of our hosting and domain and also
for providing her expertise in locating a user-friendly design.
There is definitely a new-look to the site and I am working on adding other elements to the site. It is quite
a learning curve but we are making good progress.
I will be setting up the PayPal selections for new and renewal memberships also.
Soon to be added is a Member’s Only section in which members will be able to log-in using their own
username and password. Also, research indices are being readied to be added to the research section and a
links page. There are a couple of extra sections I would like to add, but they are going to be a surprise for the
time being.
If you would like to see any information area added to the new site, please email me with your thoughts. I
will be glad to take your suggestion into consideration.
Bottom line is please have patience if you run into a non-functioning link or email address. But let me
know so it can be corrected. Enjoy the new site and let us know what you think. - Dorothy

Family Tree Maker INFORMATION AND UPDATES (From MacKiev)
For more information:
TEST DRIVE PROGRAM
https://support.mackiev.com/491558-FTM-2017---Beta-TEST-DRIVE
FTM 2017 FAQ
https://support.mackiev.com/856847-Family-Tree-Maker-2017-FAQ
FTM 2017 UPDATES REPORTS
https://support.mackiev.com/498640-RELEASE-OF-FTM-2017
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Saturdays; 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

March through August Workshops
will meet at Schusterman-Benson Library
3333 E 32nd Pl.
(Workshops are open to the public and free of charge)
Session III

•

- Liz Walker

(Apr 29 2017)

Using Microsoft One Note as a Research Tool – Dorothy Becknell (May 20 2017)

Learn how to use this multi-task organization and collaboration tool for Genealogical Research. Based on a
simple “digital notebook” format, you will be able to use many different page templates; clip items from
the web; take pictures with your device and save them in One-Note; One Note on all your devices; can sync
to Microsoft Outlook for planning and implementation of projects.

Session VI

•

Information from Archives and Libraries

Resources available at archives and libraries, reference books such as Genealogies in the Library of Congress, Family History Centers, lending libraries, libraries worth going out of your way, use of newspapers
and how to find them, special collections, use of maps, migration trails, National Archives & Records Administration, State Archives.

Session V

•

(Mar 25 2017)

Records available at the county with explanations of each; Legal terms; Places these records can be found
(ex. publications; Family History Centers); Locating the correct county and county seat.

Session I V

•

Where Do I Find Important Legal Records? - Annette Corbell

Researching Military Records – Steve King

(10 Jun 2017)

Review of American Wars. Records unique to each; WW I and WW II Draft Cards; Types of pensions; DAR
records; The Confederate Research Center in Hillsboro; Which censuses can help.
During the month of July; TGS encourages all
Family Historians and Genealogists to support
TCCL Tulsa Genealogy Center and its Annual
Family History Programs.
TGS Workshops resume with Session VII:

Entrance

Session VII
How Do I Share My Family Research
Fredrea Cook (26 Aug 2017)
•

Entrance
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Unique ways of sharing your research with
family members….

Genealogy News
The following article by Curt B. Witcher is from
Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne
Library, No. 156, February 28, 2017
There are dozens upon dozens of reasons that
individuals give for beginning the research into their
families’ histories, their families’ stories. While we
have heard most of the reasons, I sense at least a
few of us believe that underlying these reasons is
what Alex Haley famously called a hunger. “In all of
us there is a hunger, marrow-deep, to know our
heritage--to know who we are and where we have
come from. Without this enriching knowledge, there
is a hollow yearning. No matter what our
attainments in life, there is still a vacuum, an
emptiness, and the most disquieting loneliness. ”
Whether we cumulatively have spent moments,
months, or many years researching our families’
histories, what we have collected is important to
us. Why else would have we invested the time and
often the expense? And because it is important to
us, it should be important for us to actively and
persistently take steps to pre-serve the information
we have found--preserve the stories we have
discovered. It will be meaningful to our
grandchildren and their great grandchildren. We
should take steps to incorporate what I call simple
preservation techniques into our overall research
process. The future of our past depends on us
consistently and purposefully taking meaningful
steps to ensure our stories live on beyond our years.
One of the first, best things we can do is to write-up
our research. So many just collect. Indeed, I fear
many of us could more accurately be called “stuff
gatherers” rather than researchers. We conduct
searches on all kinds of databases, we sometimes
use books and other print sources, we save
countless images (sometimes without really noting
where specifically we found those images), we
place items in folders (physical or virtual) that make
sense to us without reality-testing our
organizational schemes to see if they make sense to
others, and we more or less call it a day. It is so
very useful to actually take the time to explain your
findings in writing. So you made a copy of a probate
packet. Who are all the individuals mentioned?
What property of all kinds is mentioned? Is there an
inventory? Are there receipts, and if so, what do
they indicate? Why is a doctor’s bill a part of the
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estate? Writing an analysis not only helps
with preserving our discoveries in an
organized way, it may also enlighten our
thinking. Collecting “stuff”--finding
documents to support a notion or belief that
particular individuals are our ancestors-should be the beginning of a process that
includes seriously analyzing what we have
collected followed by an articulation of that
analysis. If you have six documents that
evidence a particular ancestor’s life,
articulate how those documents truly are
evidence and narrate what they indicate.
Engaging in that process gives the documents
meaning and the “story” can be more easily
understood and retold. Many will tell you
there is no one right way to put together
one’s documentation, to organize, and to tell
one’s story. That may be true; however,
there are clearly wrong ways. One such
misguided way is to create such a complex
filing or numbering scheme and then *don’t*
provide a key. You are tempting your
descendants to declare your gathered
documents to be little more than clutter, and
relegate those items to the land-fill. Recall
the KISS approach, keep it simple &
straightforward, making sure there are
plentiful copies of an easily understood key.
Another clearly wrong way to ensure your
stories live on is to do a lot of assuming, e.g.
assume everyone will understand your filing
system, assume everyone will know how a
particular set of documents link together,
and assume everyone will get the same story
from the assembled pages or images without
your narrative. We frequently have heard
what assuming does--well, it’s true! When
creating folders, physical or virtual, for the
documents we have gathered and narratives
we have compiled, it is so helpful to have a
table of contents, a summary document
describing the gathered materials, or even a
general statement of topics covered by the
items in a particular folder. It makes dealing
with physical folders so much easier and
clearer, and it greatly facilitates discovery in
virtual folders.

Are you new to Genealogy Research? Are you confused about genealogy software? Are
you “lost” when trying to organize ALL that paper you have collected? Do you have “a brick
wall” you just can’t get through? Do you know where to search for that “specific” record you
need?
We have all been where you are standing right now. TGS’s “Pay It Forward - Be A
Genealogy Mentor” program will provide assistance with research. Following is a list of
TGS volunteers who are willing to help. All it takes is for you to contact them; explain
what you need and they will take it from there - not to do your research but help you get on the right track for
successful family tree building. Email addresses are listed for contacting the Mentor. You’d be surprised how
another pair of eyes can maybe see the path you need. Utilize this effort for your research. We can help!

”Pay It Forward” - Be A Genealogy Mentor
Mentor

Areas of Expertise

Contact Information

Dorothy Becknell
Family Tree Maker

Software, Computer assistance,
Organization, online research

dottieb1@swbell.net

Carol Ellis Jones
Family Tree Maker

Beginning, US Census, US Research,
Google, Ancestry, Family Search, Family
Tree Maker, DNA

caroldesigns@cox.net

Bill Graham
Legacy

US Research

graham7111@cox.net

Johanna Graham
Legacy

US Research, Computer program help,
organization, getting started, internet
research help

graham7111@cox.net

Jayne Mitchell

All areas of genealogy research

mjflippin@cox.net

Karen Cornish

Getting Started; Adoption Research

cornika@cox.net

Steve King
Roots Magic

Organization, US Research, Military
Records, Library assistance, Repository
assistance,

boneking9011@sbcglobal.net

Rosemary Jones
Family Tree Maker

Internet Research, FamilySearch,
rjones5622@aol.com
Ancestry, some International Assistance,
Family Tree Maker

Sandi Ford

Beginning Research, Organization

sandi@familyunite.net

Debbie Patton

Beginning Research, DNA

deb668@cox.net

Seeking Help? Contact the person in the above list who best fits your interest. If a topic is not listed which
covers your area of concern, please send Dorothy an email.

Library Research, Brick Walls, Genealogy Software: If you can help out a struggling
genealogist, please let Dorothy know. Remember when you were learning? Who helped you?
“Pay It Forward” Email Dorothy
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TGS E-News posts current members’ genealogy-related business cards;
not as a promotion nor an endorsement for/of their services,
but as a professional recognition for/of their interests.

Carolyn Steele (Renown author and TGS
member) continues her blog, Preserving
Legends, concerning all things even remotely
touching on genealogy, whether stories,
research,
or just interesting tidbits of life.
You are invited to visit at:
http://www.preservinglegends.blogspot.com/
TGS Genealogy
Library Collection
Northeastern State
University
Broken Arrow
Campus.

3100 E. New Orleans
(New Orleans exit off
Creek Turnpike)
(Digital index for
collection is available on
the website:
www.tulsagenealogy.org)

Genealogy Quote!
Heirlooms we don't have in our
family.
But stories we've got.
Rose Cherin

GE·NE· FUN ·AL·O·GY ©

(jē' nē' fŭn' äl'ə-jē)
noun. The insanely addictive study
of family histories and ancestry.
TGS May Board Meeting
Thursday, May 11th, 2017, 6:00 P.M.
Apple Barrel BA 101st & Elm Pl.

Monday, May 29th

Meetings open to TGS membership
Genealogical Date to Remember
Federation of Genealogy Societies Conference
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August, 2020—Kansas City

2016-2017
TGS Chair Appointments &
Special Assignments:

Tulsa Genealogical
Society
P O Box 35106
Tulsa, OK 74153
Dorothy Becknell, President
cell: 918-814-1258

(Ctrl + Left Click for email address)
Communications: Dorothy Becknell
Finance: Jayne Mitchell
Membership: Donna Harmon
New Members: Cynthia Barnes
Hospitality: Faye Rene Hanks
Programs: Carol Ellis-Jones
Publications: Sandi Ford
Research: Annette Corbell
Promotion/Publicity: Karen Gilfillan
Website: Dorothy Becknell

Meetings:
September - May
3rd Monday each month
General Meeting: 6 - 8 pm
Program begins 6:30 pm
Open to public at no charge

We’re on the Web!
Check us out at
www.tulsagenealogy.org

Newsletter Editor
Dorothy Becknell

“Promoting Family History Research...Worth Looking for - Worth Finding!”

Let’s tell the world! TGS has a Facebook Page! To show others how
special TGS is, go to Facebook and like our page. Ask your friends and family
to support us with their likes! And Share the events. Find us at
http://www.facebook.com/tulsagenealogicalsocietyofficalsite/
Meet a Genealogy friend
at Tulsa Genealogical Society

TGS Membership

2016-2017 Dues are now being received!
Please use PayPal on our website to send your
payment! Or if you would rather snail mail
your membership fees,
please use our P.O. Box address;
TGS P.O. Box 35106 74153
Individual: $25.00

Family: $35.00

It’s Time to BACK UP
YOUR FILES!

Invite your friends and family members to join
TGS! You can also give a “gift” membership.
(Membership Year is July 1st - June 30th)
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