
  

Tulsa Genealogical Society 

TGS E-Newsletter  

May,  2016 

Join Us! 

TGS meetings at the 
TCCL Outreach 

Center  
Meeting Room  

2901 S. Harvard 
6:00 P.M.  

 
Lighted Parking 

with Mobility 
Accessible 
entrance  

located in back of 
 building. 

 
Mailing: 

P.O. Box 35106 
Tulsa, OK 74153 

 
Dorothy Becknell, 

TGS President 
918-814-1258 

President: Dot 

Becknell 

1st VP:  Carol Ellis-

Jones 

2nd VP: Sandi Ford 

3rd VP: Karen 

Gilfillan 

Sec: Jae Jaeger 

Treasurer: Steve 

King 

Donna Harmon 

Jayne Mitchell 

Cynthia Barnes 

Jeaneen Darnell 

TGS 2015-2016 

Board 

Flyer for May 

 

TGS Date: Monday, May 16th, 2016 

Place:  2901 S. Harvard 

Time:  6:00 P.M. 

Tulsa Genealogical Society 

Board of  Directors 

Cordially Invite 

You to Attend 

The TGS 2016 Annual Meeting! 

Agenda 

Hear About Our Year! 

(Directors Reports) 

(Treasurer’s Report) 

Recognize Retiring Board Members 

Elect New Board Members 

Light Refreshments will be Served 

We hope to see you there! 

Following the Annual Meeting we will 

present a program on “Breaking Thru 

Research Walls—Brick by Brick”.  Bring 

your “impossible to find”  questions to 

the group so that we can share possible 

techniques and/or solutions with you.  

(Note: These questions are to be research 

questions, not software questions.) 
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 Wow! What a great opportunity we have 

with the LDS Family Center (two of them!) in 

Tulsa. Cathy Hall shared information about 

the resources available through their center in 

our TGS April meeting.  I shared the handout 

for her session with you via email. It contains 

helpful information  for utilizing 

familysearch.org  for your research. Remember 

familysearch is a free genealogy search site. 

They also will help with one-on-one assistance 

at the Family Center. Just call them  for 

information about their hours and availability 

of volunteers.  

From the President… 

 We are so delighted to have 

had such an excellent  year in 

attendance and programs at TGS. Our 

group has been growing steadily and the 

camaraderie has been wonderful! There is 

a spirit in the air about Genealogy that I 

feel has been missing for a while but it is 

becoming more and more apparent “it’s 

coming back” with each meeting. 

 But, with all this good news, we have a 

few areas of healthy concern. Our room is 

getting small! The TGS Board is 

working on a new solution. Hopefully by 

our September meeting we will have a  

larger meeting room. (Sign-up for rooms 

is in August with the TCCL.) 

 Our other concern is “our parking 

lot runneth over!” We must abide by 

the Literacy Center’s request that we do 

not remove their cones reserving their bus 

parking areas nor park in unmarked areas. 

The unmarked areas are used to 

manipulate the parking of the buses. 

There is a fire lane at the front of the 

parking lot next to the building which 

must be clear in case of emergency. 

 Now with all that being said, be 

reassured that we are working on the 

parking solution and hope to have options 

by the May 16th meeting. Keep an eye on 

our website and your email inbox for those 

announcements.  Bring your friends and 

family! We will have room for you, inside 

and outside. 

 

April Meeting Review  

TGS May Meeting 
 TGS Annual Meeting followed by  

“Breaking Thru Research Walls 
—Brick by Brick” 

1 

From the President 
—Dorothy Becknell 
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Genealogy News  3 

TGS Genealogy Class for May 
 Churches, Cemeteries 

and Vital Records 
- Sue Tolbert, MGS 
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This Month in History 4 

Genealogy Area Genealogy 
Opportunities & News 
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Mystery! 7 

TGS Library/NSUBA 9-10 

Society Stuff 8-12 

Inside this issue: 

Please note: 

To access links in the newsletter, use “Ctrl + Left Click” 

- Continued on page 8 

http://www.familysearch.org
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Genealogy News 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?  

 The two-time Emmy nominated series returns 
this spring to follow more of today’s most beloved 
and iconic celebrities as they embark on personal 
journeys of self-discovery to trace their family 
trees. The series continues to deliver unbelievable 
stories from crucial moments in history, including 
a number of firsts for the series, such as a male 
witch hunt, and traveling to Portugal, Sweden and 
Ellis Island. Executive Produced by Lisa Kudrow 
and Dan Bucatinsky, the new season continues 
Sundays at 9/8c. 

 The contributors featured in the upcoming 
season include: 

 Scott Foley finds a relative w ho r isked 
his life for one of America’s founding fathers, 
and an ancestor who suffered unspeakably 
during one of this nation’s darkest times. 

 Lea Michele nails dow n w here her  
mysterious paternal ancestors came from, and 
learns of the dire economic circumstances they 
endured while trying to emigrate to the U.S. 

 Chris Noth learns his ancestors suffered 
during one of the greatest catastrophes in 
American history, and a relative who fought in 
one of the bloodiest battles of all time. 

 Molly Ringwald explores fam ily lore of 
Swedish royalty which uncovers her ancestors’ 
harrowing lives and a brave woman who 
forever changed her family’s fate. 

 Katey Sagal is shocked to learn of her  
family’s Amish roots, and digs deeper as she 
realizes the level of dedication to their faith. 

 Aisha Tyler tracks dow n her  2x great-
grandfather, whose story had been lost over 
generations, and uncovers an astonishing tale 
of a prominent ancestor whose struggle to keep 
his illegitimate son a secret made headlines. 

 Ancestry, the leading family history company, 
is teaming up again with TLC as a sponsor of the 
upcoming season. As part of the show sponsorship, 
Ancestry provides exhaustive family history 
research on each of the featured celebrities to help 
make discoveries possible and build out the story 
of each episode. 

The third season of Genealogy Roadshow premiers May 17, 2016 at 8 p.m. on PBS (check local 
listings) and follows a diverse cast of participants on an emotional journey, using history and science 
to uncover fascinating family stores. Each individual's past links to a larger community history, 
revealing the rich cultural tapestry of America. This season's programs feature participants from Los 
Angeles to Boston who want to explore genealogical mysteries. 

TGS and The War of 1812 Pension Digitization Update 

This project will digitize the pension records from the War of 1812, and make 7.2 million pages 

available to the public for free.  The TGS Board of Directors voted to match any donations made by 

TGS members, dollar for dollar up to $250.  Your generous donations added up to $235.  TGS 

matched this for a total of $470, which will be further matched by Ancestry for a grand total of $940. 

This will enable more than 2085 pages to be digitized.  Congratulations and thanks to all who 

contributed toward this worthy project. If you would like to donate to this project, learn more at the  

Preserve the Pensions website. 

http://www.preservethepensions.org/
http://www.preservethepensions.org/
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TGS’ Genealogy Workshops, Fifth of Eight-Month Series 

(We’re over half-way through!) 

Classes are free, everybody welcome! 

 Here’s your chance to review and retrace/learn anew your skills in Genealogy Research. With genealogy 

software changing, and with the computer technology today being what it is, it is time to return to the basics 

of working with Family History/Genealogy. Join us for this series of classes/workshops. We have outstanding 

teachers who are well known for their area of expertise.  

 The series of eight classes will continue through August of this year. Each class is on a Saturday morning 

and held at the TCCL Literacy Center, 2901 S. Harvard. Classes begin at 10 am and end at  Noon. There will 

be class handouts. 

 May’s  class will meet  Saturday May 21st, 10 A.M. to Noon.  Topic for this class is  Church, Cemetery and 

Vital Records  taught by Sue Tolbert of the Muskogee Genealogical Society. Content w ill 

address where and how to find vital records; finding church records and cemeteries; and clues that are 

available in each. 

 In June we will have two workshops: 

 June 18th,  Immigration, Emigration and Naturalization Records  with  Barbara 
Becker Meehan, MLIS. Content will include explanation of each, useful websites, available 
helpful publications and indexes. 

 June 25th, Using Military Records As Research Tools - Review of American Wars, 

records unique to each, WW I and WW II Draft Cards, types of pensions, DAR

records, The Confederate Research Center in Hillsboro, which censuses can  

help.  

 In July we will encourage attendance to Tulsa Genealogy Center’s Family History Series of workshops. 

Check out their schedule on http://guides.tulsalibrary.org/genealogy/ which will be published soon. 

 Our final workshop will be August 27th, Leaving  a Legacy . Unique ways of sharing your research with family 
members, publication hints, choice of numbering systems, indexing, proof reading, how to secure a 
copyright, acquiring a Library of Congress Catalog Card Number, suggestions for the design of your 
publication. Fredrea and Carrie Cook, Gregath Publishing Co. 

 You can find the TGS class/workshop schedule, on our website, www.tulsagenealogy.org . Sign-up for 

classes during our monthly meetings or meet us at our classroom, 2901 S. Harvard. We’ll always have a place 

for you. 

This Day in History: 

 
1 England releases the first 1st adhesive postage stamp
(1840) 

1 The first wagon train leaves Independence, Mo for 
California (1841) 

1 "Buffalo Bill" Cody's first Wild West Show (1883) 

1 The Empire State Building was dedicated. (1931) 

1 Cereal food "Cheerios" hits store shelves. (1941) 

1 Slugger Mickey Mantle hits his first home run (1951) 

1 Mr. Potato Head is introduced. (1952) 

2 Good Housekeeping Magazine first hits the newsstands. 
(1885) 

2 Lou Gehrig plays in his 2,130th game, a baseball record 
that will last for 57 years until Cal Ripken come along. 
(1939) 

3 Christopher Columbus discovers "St Iago". It is later 
renamed Jamaica. (1494) 

 - Continued on next page 

This Month in History—May  

http://guides.tulsalibrary.org/genealogy/
http://www.tulsagenealogy.org
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3 Joe DiMaggio makes his major-league debut with 3 hits 
for the NY Yankees. (1936) 

3 Margaret Mitchell wins Pulitzer prize for "Gone With the 
Wind. (1937) 

4 Manhattan Island is sold! Indians agree to the deal in 
exchange for $24 in cloth & buttons (1626) 

4 Phonograph is played for the first time at the Grand 
Opera House. (1878) 

4 Academy of Motion Pictures is founded. (1934) 

4 Atlanta Penitentiary has a new resident after Al Capone is 
convict of income tax evasion. (1932) 

4 Soap operas "Another World" and "As the World Turns" 
premiere. (1964) 

5 Mexican forces under Benito Juarez defeated French 
troops in the Battle of Puebla. Today this battle is 
celebrated as Cinco de Mayo. (1862) 

5 North Bend, Ohio gets on the map. It's the site of the fist 
US train robbery (1865) 

5 The New York Stock Exchange crashes, causing the 
"Great Panic of 1893". (1893) 

5 Alan Shepard rides "Freedom 7" to becomes 1st American 
in space. (1961) 

6 John Deere produces the first steel plow.  (1833) 

6 The Yale lock is patented. (1851) 

6 The Paris Exposition opens with the just completed Eiffel 
Tower as it's centerpiece. (1889) 

6 The Dirigible Hindenburg explodes into flames at 
Lakehurst, NJ. (1937) 

6 Chunnel linking England & France officially 
opens. (1994) 

7 The first inaugural ball is held in honor of George 
Washington and his wife . (1789) 

7 George Eastman patents the Box Camera. (1888) 

7 The World's largest pearl (6.4kg.) was discovered in the 
Philippines. (1934) 

7 Big band leader Glenn Miller records the "Chattanooga 
Choo Choo". (1941) 

7 Germany signs an unconditional surrender at Rhims, 
France, ending WWII in Europe. (1945) 

7 The Beatles last album is released- "Long and Winding 
Road". (1970) 

8 The U.S. Post Office is established. (1794) 

8 V-E Day, Germany signs unconditional surrender. (1945) 

8 Mad Magazine hits the newsstands. (1952) 

8 The World Health Organization announces that Smallpox 
has been eradicated worldwide. (1980) 

9 A "Golden Spike" was driven into the railroad tracks at 
Promontory Summt, Utah, connecting the tracks of  the 
Union Pacific and Cenral Pacific railroads, creating the first 
Transcontinental railroad. (1869) 

9 The syrup for Coca Cola is invented by Atlanta 
Pharmacist John Styth Permerton. (1886) 

9 The lawnmower is patented. (1899) 

9 Americans Richard Boyd and Floyd Bennett become the 
first to fly over the North Pole. (1926)  

9 The Birth control pill is approved by the FDA. (1960) 

10 The first color pictures of Earth from space are sent back 
from Apollo 10. (1969) 

10 Nelson Mandela becomes South Africa's first black 
president. (1994) 

11 Einstein's presents his Theory of General Relativity. 
(1916) 

11 BF Goodrich manufactures the first tubeless tire. (1947) 

11 Jay Forrester patents computer core memory. (1951) 

12 The flush toilet is patented. (1792) 

13 The Rolling Stones record the now infamous song 
"Satisfaction". (1965) 

13 The Beatles movie "Let it Be" premieres. (1970) 

13 "Mr. October", Reggie Jackson becomes the first major 
league ballplayer to strike out 2,000 times. (1983) 

14 A party of settlers led by John Smith establish the first 
permanent English settlement in New World at Jamestown 
Va. (1607) 

14 Vaseline petroleum jelly slides onto store shelves for the 
first time. (1878) 

14 The first U.S. space station, "Skylab" is launched. (1973) 

- Continued on next page 

http://holidayinsights.com/other/cinco.htm
http://holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/trainday.htm
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14 The last episode of Seinfeld is aired. It's a sad day in May 
for millions of Seinfeld followers. (1998) 

15 President Abraham Lincoln established the Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) (1862) 

15 Regular airmail service inaugurated (between New York, 
Philadelphia & Washington DC) . (1918) 

15 Nylon stockings hit the market for first time (1940) 

15 "If I had a Hammer" by Peter, Paul, and Mary wins a 
Grammy (1963) 

16 Charles Hires invents Root Beer. (1866) 

17 "And They're Off!" as the first Kentucky Derby is held at 
Churchill Downs. (1875) 

18 Napoleon Bonaparte  becomes Emperor of France 
(1804) 

19 Ringling Brothers circus premieres. (1884) 

20 Hubble Space Telescope transmits photograph's from 
space (1990) 

21 The American Red Cross was formed. (1881) 

22 Former Vice President Aaron Burr is tried and acquitted 
for treason. (1807) 

22 The Great Train Robbery. (1868) 

22 First reported sighting of the Loch Ness Monster. (1933) 

22 The debut of "Mister Rogers' Neighborhood". (1967) 

23 Legendary bank robbers Bonnie and Clyde Barrow are 
shot to death in a police ambush in Louisiana. (1934) 

24 Nursery Rhyme "Mary Had a Little Lamb" was written 
by Mary Hale of Boston. (1830) 

25 Ford ceases production of the Model "T". (1927) 

25 The movie blockbuster "Star Wars" is released. (1978) 

26 Michael Jackson marries Elvis Presley's daughter Lisa 
Marie Presley. (1994) 

27 Achsah Young is the first woman to be executed as a 
witch in Massachusetts. (1647) 

27 The pop-up toaster is patented. (1919) 

27 German battleship Bismarck sunk by British navy. 
(1941) 

28 President Franklin D. Roosevelt pushes a button that 
opens San Fransisco's Golden Gate Bridge. (1937) 

29 Famous Abraham Lincoln quote: "You can fool some of 
the people all of the time, & of people some of time, but you 
can't fool all of the people all of time". (1849) 

29 Sir Edmund Hillary is on top of the world. He is the first 
person to reach the summit of Mt. Everest. (1953) 

29 Bing Crosby sings "White Christmas" into the record 
books as the biggest selling record. (1942) 

30 The brassiere is invented. As we understand, it received 
a lot of support. (1889) 

31 The trans-Alaska pipeline is completed. (1977) 

 

` 

The “Merry” Month of May 

May 1st—May Day 

May 31st—Memorial Day 

May 8th—Mother’s Day 

http://gardenersnet.com/atoz/usda.htm
http://gardenersnet.com/atoz/usda.htm
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Meet a Genealogy friend  

at Tulsa Genealogical Society 

Thanks for the delicious brownie 

bites shared at our April meeting! 

TGS Meeting  Monday, May 16th  

6 - 8 pm    

Tulsa Outreach Center    2901 S. Harvard 

(parking in back) 

Classroom is 

Mobility 

Accessible 

` 

You are invited to help provide 
cookies for our meetings.  They can 
be purchased or home-baked, just a 

dozen or two. Bring 
them just a wee bit 
early (before 
6:00pm) so we can 
prepare them to be 
shared. 

Tulsa Genealogical Society: Tulsa Outreach Center, 2901 S. Harvard, 
Monday, May 16th, 6:00 p.m.  TGS Annual Meeting followed by “Breaking 
Thru Research Walls—brick by brick”.  

 
Muskogee Genealogical Society: Muskogee Public Library, Grant Foreman 

Room, Thursday, May 26th, 6:00 p.m. Jewish Migration into Oklahoma. 
Speaker: Phil Goldfarb 

Tulsa Area Genealogy Activities 

August 31— September 3, 2016  

 Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) Conference w ill be held in Spr ing field, 

Illinois. See www.fgs.org for the details. Sandi Ford, TGS FGS delegate will be attending the 

conference and has a hotel room reserved which she is willing to share with another. If you are 

interested please contact her for information.   sandi@familyunite.net 

mailto:sandi@familyunite.net
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Continued from page 2 

 Our May 16th meeting is the TGS Annual Meeting. Your Board of Directors will be sharing their 

annual reports and we will also be selecting new board members. Jayne Mitchell will finish her 3-

year term as Research Chair and Jeaneen Darnell is unable to finish her term. Sandi Ford, 

Publications and Steve King, Treasurer each have opted for a new 3-year term. If you have anyone in 

mind to nominate or if you would like to be on the board, we need you! Please inform Jim Hemphill 

(jhemphil@quixnet.net) or a current board member by Friday, May  13th. 

 We have several Chair vacancies: Research, Publicity, and other committee spots available for 

those interested. The Annual Meeting  will be followed by a “Breaking Thru Research Walls—Brick 

by Brick” program. 

 We are also asking the membership members to volunteer to be a mentor to our newest members 

who need help in beginning their research  efforts. This may entail you working with them over the 

phone, visiting with them either at the libraries  or other suitable places for a period of an hour or 

two.  This is a very great need and most of us have the expertise to reach out and help. This is the 

primary goal of TGS—to provide education and guidance for genealogists and family 

historians in our community. If you are interested, 

please let me know. Scheduling will be done on a rotation basis as 

needs arise.  Step out of your box—remember where you were 

when you first started? Enough said! :-) 

 Gosh, I’m sure gabby this month, aren’t I? I am looking 

forward to seeing each of you at the May meeting. And don’t forget 

the May Saturday Workshop/Class on May  23rd. Topic is Church, 

Cemeteries and Vital Records w ith Sue Tolbert, MGS. 

You don’t want to miss this one! She is an excellent speaker and 

knows her topic.   

Dorothy Becknell 

Great News for TGS! 
TGS Research Library, located on the Northeastern State University -Broken Arrow 

campus is fully operational! The final boxes have been unpacked and placed on the shelving. 

Researchers and Family Historians are invited and encouraged to use the research materials 

available. The location is 101st & New Orleans  in BA. The NSUBA library building 

is located on the East side of the campus.  Check their library website (http://

library.nsuok.edu/admin/libhrs.html)  for the hours and days they are open. It is a 

beautiful location and very quiet!  The materials include most of the bound 

collections we had at our recent location. Wi-Fi is available for those who would 

like to take their computers. I’ll see you there! (Library map/information and 

pictures are on the next two pages.) 

http://library.nsuok.edu/admin/libhrs.html
http://library.nsuok.edu/admin/libhrs.html
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Research Forms Cabinet 

Shelving of State Books 

Study Carrels 
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Mailing Info Changed? 
 

Donna Harmon (dh307@y a hoo.com), 
2015-16 Membership Chair 
needs to know.  Members 
receive “blast” email reminders 
of our meetings and other 
events in your e-mail 
box. We also use e-mail to 
deliver your E-News 
newsletter. That is…. if we 
have your correct information! 

Carolyn Steele (Renown author  and TGS 

member) continues her blog, Preserving 

Legends, concerning  a ll thing s even 

remotely touching on genealogy, whether 

stories, research, or just interesting tidbits of 

life. 

You are invited to visit at: 

http://www.preservinglegends.blogspot.com/ 

It’s Time to BACK UP YOUR FILES! 

Check It Out! 
Tulsa County Historical Markers: 

Washington Irving's Camp 

Located at West Easton Avenue 

and North Vancouver Street in Tulsa 
"It is indeed a desirable thing 

to be well descended, 
but the glory belongs to our ancestors.” 

 
Plutarch [AD. 46-120] 

 

TGS Genealogy Library 

Collection Northeastern State 

University 

Broken Arrow Campus. 

3100 E. New Orleans  

(New Orleans exit off 

Creek Turnpike) 

TGS May Board Meeting 

Thursday, May 12, 2016   6:00 P.M.  

Village Inn, 33rd & Memorial 

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood was 

like.  "We used to skate outside on a pond.  I had a swing made from a tire; it hung 

from a tree in our front yard.  We rode our pony. We picked wild raspberries in the 

woods." The little girl was wide-eyed, taking all this in.  At last she said, "I sure 

wish I'd gotten to know you sooner.” 

Smile for the day! 

http://preservinglegends.blogspot.com/
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Let’s tell the world! TGS has a Facebook Page! To show others how 
special TGS is,  go to Facebook and like our page. Ask your friends and family 

to support us with their likes!  And Share the events. Find us at   
http://www.facebook.com/tulsagenealogicalsocietyofficalsite/ 

Meetings: 

September - May 

3rd Monday each month 

General Meeting: 6 - 8 pm 

Open to public at no charge 

2901 S. Harvard 

Tu l sa  Genea log ica l  

Soc ie ty  

P O Box 35106 
Tulsa, OK 74153 

Dorothy Becknell, President 
cell: 918-814-1258 

“Promoting Family History Research...Worth Looking for - Worth Finding!” 

Newsletter Editor 

Dorothy Becknell 

2015-2016 

TGS Chair Appointments & 

Special Assignments: 
(Ctrl + Left Click for email address) 

 

Communications: Dorothy Becknell 

Finance: Jayne Mitchell 

Membership: Donna Harmon 

New Member Packets: Cynthia Barnes 

Programs: Carol Ellis-Jones 

Publications:  Sandi Ford  
Research: Jayne Mitchell 

Ways & Means: Karen Gilfillan 

Website: Dorothy Becknell 

TGS Membership  
 

Use PayPal on our website to send your 
payment! Or if you would rather snail mail 

your membership fees,   
please use the address;  

 
TGS P.O. Box 35106  74153 

 
Individual: $25.00      Family: $35.00 

 
Invite your friends and family members to 

join TGS!  You can also give a “gift” 
membership to someone! 

(Membership Year is July 1st - June 30th) 

We’re on the Web! 
Check us out at 

www.tulsagenealogy.org 

http://www.facebook.com/tulsagenealogicalsocietyofficalsite
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net
mailto:mjflippin@cox.net
mailto:dh307@yahoo.com
mailto:Cynthia_Barnes80@yahoo.com
mailto:caroldesigns@cox.net
mailto:sandi@familyunite.net
mailto:mjflippin@cox.net?subject=Research
mailto:karen.gilfillan@live.com
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net
http://www.tulsagenealogy.org

