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  7 Habits of Frugal Genealogists 

by Thomas MacEntee Copyright (c) 2014, High-Definition Genealogy 

Used by permission of Thomas MacEntee 

     Researching your family history can be fun, but like many hobbies, it can turn 

into an obsession, and an expensive one at that. There are many ways to save 

money while you pursue the “hunt” for your roots: some are just common sense 

while others are, quite frankly, ingenious. Also keep in mind that it doesn’t pay to 

be so focused on “frugal” that in the long run you either lose money or that 

genealogy is no longer “fun.” 

The 7 Habits:  Ready to save some real money when it comes to genealogy? Who 

knows, some of these habit might just rub off and be useful in other areas of your 

life! 

1. Holidays Mean Freebies:  If you don’t have a membership to a subscription site 

like Ancestry.com or MyHeritage, look for “free days” around specific holidays. 

Very often the week before Memorial Day or Veterans Day will allow you to 

access military records. Labor Day offers occupational records for free. Sign up 

for a site’s e-mail alerts to stay on top of the latest offers.  

2. Cycle On and Cycle Off:  A common technique many genealogists use to save 

money is to purchase a short-term membership on a research site like 

Ancestry.com. Instead of signing up and paying for a year, get a three or six 

month membership. Once the membership has expired, take a break and then 

use other websites for research. Maintain a research log “wish list” of records 

you want to access or find, and then sign up for that genealogy website again. 

Get to work locating what you need, then drop off again for a few months.  

3. Don’t Be Shy – Ask for a Discount! Have you ever tried to cancel your television 

cable service and the company offers a huge discount so you won’t go to a 

competitor? Use the same technique when dealing with genealogy vendors. 

Don’t accept the listed price on the website or in an email you receive when it is 

time to renew a subscription. Actually call the company and get right to the 

point: ask if there is a discount for being a loyal customer. You might be 

surprised at the low price offered since the company wants to maintain its 

subscriber base; the cost to recruit new subscribers might allow for a discount 

to existing customers.  

4. Leverage Coupon Websites: The genealogy business is not as insulated and 

small as you think! Many vendors such as Ancestry.com and others offer 

discounts and promo codes on the big coupon sites such as Retail Me Not and 

Continued on page 8 
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 Goodness, Summer is here although the 
weather  seems to think it is April. We have had a 
lot of rain and I hope everybody has been staying 
safe and sound.  

 TGS is beginning a new project in which we 
hope many of you will participate. “Pay It 
Forward—Be a Genealogy Mentor”. An email 
was mailed out to the membership to enlist 
Mentors to work with those within our 
membership who need help in doing Family 
History research. This is a very real need and You 
are the one to help. 

 We are not asking for a person to do the 
research. Share your experience and expertise. 

 “Here are some benefits of being a TGS 
Genealogy Mentor: 

 Work actively with the researcher to 
accomplish their research goals by checking 
their work, offering a plan for getting around a 
brick wall, or when wished, doing some 
research yourself. 

 Check to make sure the researcher is on the 
right track or offer new eyes when they are 
stuck. Most important, I know who to ask when 
an expert is needed. I’m a teacher, and my job 
in this situation is to teach. Think of it as 
genealogical “Paying It Forward.” For the 
researcher, it has a double benefit: I’m keeping 
them active in the research—and possibly 
saving the time and money of heading in the 
wrong direction—and they’re learning from my 
experience. Plus, I find having the researcher 
involved is that much more fun!” 

Why not consider being a genealogical mentor? Or 
if you get stuck, consider a mentor?  

Mentor List on page  8 

Mailing Info Changed? 
 

Donna Harmon 
(dh307@yahoo.com), 2015-16 
Membership Chair needs to 
know.  Members receive “blast” 
email reminders of our 
meetings and other events in 
your e-mail 
box. We also use e-mail to deliver your E-News 
newsletter. That is…. if we have your correct 
information! 

 Our Annual Meeting was informative and well 
attended. The TGS Board of Directors reported on 
their areas of responsibility. We also had 2016-
2019 Board elections (3 year terms). 

A draft of the 2016 Annual Meeting minutes is 
included in this newsletter for your review. 

Board Members retired: Everett Neal; Jayne 
Mitchell and Ron Hardy.  

 New Board members elected: Sandi Ford, Steve 
King and Jae Jaeger. W e have several  Chair  
positions open on the board if you are interested in 
serving. 

  If you have any questions, please let a board 
member know. Thank you for your support of the 
Society this year! 

From the President... 

May Meeting Review 

7 Habits of Frugal Genealogists 
 Article by Thomas MacEntee 
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Annual Meeting Minutes 
Tulsa Genealogical Society Annual Member Meeting 

Monday May 16, 2016    6:32pm – 7:05pm   TCCL Outreach Center 
(to be accepted at Annual Meeting, May, 2017) 

 
Attending Board Members:            

Dorothy Becknell, President                         Jae Jaeger, Secretary   
Sandi Ford, 2nd VP, Publication                         Steve King, Treasurer        
Donna Harmon, Membership                               Jayne Mitchell, Research and Finance Committee                      
Karen Gilfillan, 3rd VP, Ways & Means              Cynthia Barnes, Co-chair Membership 

 
Dorothy Becknell, President, called the meeting to order at 6:32pm.  Quorum present: 29 attendees, a majority of 
whom are TGS Members 
 
Announcements about future meetings were given (see end of report). 
 
Sandi Ford, 2015 Secretary presented Minutes from May 18, 2015 Member Meeting; accepted as presented.   
 
Steve King, 2015-2016 Treasurer  
a)  7/1/2015 – 4/30/2016 Written Report Attached (May be amended by full Annual Report) 
b)  Details 

Total balance of CD, Checking and Savings accounts:  $19,845.92 
Income: $4,944.10, including sale of Library holdings, $2,119.50 
Membership dues have provided a $1,585 income 
Expenditures:  $1,542.08 
Annual balance forward as of 4/30/2016  $3,402.02 

Special mention of April’s generous donation of $235 by members, for the scanning and preservation of 1812 
Pension Records.  TGS matched the funds and forwarded $470 to the sponsors.  Ancestry.com has a plan to 
match the funds, so a total of $940 should add the  preservation project, with an estimated 8,000 pages for 
eventual web-access. 

 
Jayne Mitchell, Research    (Report attached) 
      Jayne identified 25 queries through the TGS Website and 9 phone call contacts.  Several requests have been for 
“how to research” by new researchers.   Website queries have included contacts from Germany and a Scandinavian 
country. Income has been $329; expenditures, $40. 
 
Jayne Mitchell, Finance Committee Chairperson 
      The Committee recommended and Board approved a change in Policy and Procedures: 
      Guest speakers will receive a one-year honorary membership and mileage reimbursement if the person is 
coming from out of town. 
 
Donna Harmon, Membership Report (Attached) 
Donna identified 82  total members:  3 Lifetime,  69  individual and 10 family. 
Both Donna and Cynthia Barnes, Membership Co-chair, identified New Membership benefits. 
Cynthia listed contents of the New Member’s Packets:    

Information page about Federal Census items of data, variances each 10 years 
Forms for Pedigree Chart and Family Group Sheet 
Personal Research Log form and Suggestions for the New Researcher 
TGS Bookmark with meeting dates, a TGS Membership Pin and 2 Meeting Invitation Cards 
 

Carol Ellis-Jones,1st VP, Program Report 
Carol gave an overview of the Member Meeting high-lights, with 50th year anniversary in September 2015, then 
monthly topics.  She reported the Web-site publicity and Vintage Magazine has attracted new attendance.   Carol 
invited ideas from the membership about new topics. 

 - Continued on next page 
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Both Carol and Dorothy noted the good attendance at the “Beginner Workshops” and noted the upcoming topics 
and dates.  (See end of the Minutes.)  
 
Carol presented Dorothy Becknell with a thank you for her current leadership of the Society and the Board of 
Directors. 
  
Sandi Ford reported about Publications Committee 
Publications Committee has suspended the Web access list of past TGS documents because the cost of printing 
exceeds the price posted. It has been noted that the information requested by the person ordering, is often a brief 
item that can be supplied during a phone contact. 
 
New work is anticipated by development of an e-book format for some TGS materials.  Dorothy and Jae are 
evaluating what documents are most productive and can be formatted for new presentation and sale through an 
internet-access purchase. 
 
Karen Gilfillan, Ways and Means Committee 
Karen reported the single fund-raising event has been the Chili Supper, which was a great event held in October, 
and raised $540 for the Society. 

 
 Dorothy Becknell, President then turned to the TGS Board, Officer Vacancies and Nominations 

Vacancies:   

1. Jayne Mitchell, end of term, Research 

2. Jeaneen Darnell, resigned due to employment, unable to attend 

3. Everett Neal, end of term 

4.  Ron Hardy, Treasurer replaced for year by Steve King 

2016-2017 Nominations for Board Election 

1. Steve King, 3-year term, Treasurer 

2. Jae Jaeger, 2-year term, Secretary 

3. Sandi Ford, 3-year term, Publications 

4. ___ Additional 3-year term. Dorothy may continue to pursue a person for this position. 

 

Member Johanna Graham moved for acceptance of the slate of three nominees; member Jim  

Hemphill 2nd and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Without further Society reports or business for the Annual Meeting. Sandi Ford moved for adjournment; 2nd by 

Steve King; unanimous approval.  Meeting adjourned at 7:05pm. 

The monthly members meeting then became a discussion lead by Carol Ellis, with audience participation in Q & A 
about “Solving Brick Walls in Genealogy Research.” 
 
Meetings planned:  
 
May 28, 10am-12n Church and Cemetery Sources for Vital Record Information, Sue Tolbert 
June 18, 10am-12n   Emigration and Immigration Records, Barbara Mehan 
June 25, 10am-12n   Military Records, Steve King 
August Workshop    Gregath Publishers 
 
Dorothy encouraged TGS members to attend the Genealogy Center’s Family History Month, July 2016 events at 
TCCL Hardesty Library. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jae Jaeger, Secretary 
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1 The term "Don't give up the ship!' is coined by 
Captain James Lawrence, U.S. Chesapeake. (1813) 

1 Snow falls in Buffalo and Rochester, NY, Cleveland, 
Ohio and other places. (1843) 

1 Superman Comic is published (1938) 

1 Ed Sullivan's final show. (1971) 

2 PT Barnum's circus begins first tour of US (1835) 

2 Grover Cleveland is married while in serving as U.S. 
president.(1886) 

2 Congress grants U.S. citizenship to people of 
American Indian descent.(1924) 

3 The Rolling Stones begin their first US tour. (1964) 

4 China becomes the first to record a solar eclipse. 
(780 BC) 

4 After winning 122 straight races, hurdler Edwin 
Moses' winning streak is broken. (1987) 

5 Bobby Kennedy is assassinated. (1968) 

6 Chrysler Corporation is founded. (1925) 

6 The first drive-in theater opened in Camden, New 
Jersey. (1933) 

7 The United Colonies make a name change and 
becomes The United States. (1775) 

8 "The Milton Berle Show" premieres on NBC  TV. 
(1948) 

9 Disney's Donald Duck makes his debut. (1934) 

10 Dutch colonists settle on Manhattan Island (1610) 

10 Benjamin Franklin flies a kite in a lightening storm 
and discovers electricity.  (1752) 

11 The movie E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial was released 
(1982) 

12 John Lee Richmond pitches baseball's first "Perfect 
Game". (1880) 

13 Pioneer 10 becomes the first satellite to leave the 
solar system. (1983) 

14  The U. S. Army is formed. (1775) 

14 Isaac Fischer Jr. patents sandpaper. (1834) 

14 Benjamin Grushkin patents Chlorophyll (1938) 

14 Walt Disney's Bambi is released (1942) 

15 George Washington is appointed the Commander-
in-Chief of the U.S. Army(1775) 

16 The premiere of Ghostbusters II (1989) 

17 The Statute of Liberty arrives in New York City. 
(1885) 

17 King John signs the Magna Carta. (1215) 

18 The first American fly-casting tournament was 
held in Utica, NY. (1861) 

18 Women's rights advocate Susan B. Anthony is 
arrested for voting in Rochester, N.Y. (1873) 

18 Sally Ride becomes the first woman in space. 
(1983) 

19 After a 83 day filibuster, the Civil Rights act of 
1964 is approved. (1964) 

20  The first rocket plane to use liquid propellants is 
tested (1939) 

20 Muhammad Ali is convicted refusing induction 
into armed services. (1967) 

21 Cyrus McCormick patents the reaping machine. 
(1834) 

22  Doughnuts are created. (1847) 

23 US Secret Service is created. (1860) 

24 Henry VII is crowned the King of England. (1509) 

25 Lt Colonel George Custer and the 7th Cavalry are 
wiped out by Sioux and Cheyenne Indians at the 
Battle of Little Big Horn. (1876)  

This Month in History—June  

- Continued on next page 
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TGS’ Genealogy Workshops, Eight-Month Series 

Classes are free, everybody welcome! 

 In June we will have two workshops: 

 June 18th,  Immigration, Emigration and Naturalization Records  with  Barbara 
Becker Meehan, MLIS. Content will include explanation of each, useful websites, available 
helpful publications and indexes. 2901 S. Harvard. 

 June 25th, Using Military Records As Research Tools - Review of American Wars, records unique to 

each, WW I and WW II Draft Cards, types of pensions, DAR records, The Confederate Research Center 

in Hillsboro, which censuses can help.  

 In July we encourage attendance for Tulsa Genealogy Center’s Family History Series of workshops to be 

held at Hardesty Library (93rd & Memorial). Check out their schedule on http://guides.tulsalibrary.org/

genealogy/ which will be published soon. 

 New Info: Our final workshop will be August 27th, Leaving  a Legacy . Unique ways of sharing your 
research with family members, publication hints, choice of numbering systems, indexing, proof reading, 
how to secure a copyright, acquiring a Library of Congress Catalog Card Number, suggestions for the 
design of your publication. Fredrea and Carrie Cook, Gregath Publishing Co. Our meeting place 
has changed! This workshop will meet at Schusterman-Benson Library, 3333 E 32nd Pl., 10 
A.M. 

 You can find the TGS class/workshop schedule, on our website, www.tulsagenealogy.org . Sign-up for 

classes during our monthly meetings or meet us at our classroom. We’ll always have a place for you. 

August 31— September 3, 2016  

 Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) Conference w ill be held in Spr ing field, 

Illinois. See www.fgs.org for the details. Sandi Ford, TGS FGS delegate will be attending the 

conference and has a hotel room reserved which she is willing to share with another. If you are 

interested please contact her for information.   sandi@familyunite.net 

26 The Saint Lawrence Seaway is opened. (1959) 

27 The song "Happy Birthday to You" was first sung. (1859)  

27 The Federal Savings and Loan Association is created. (1934) 

28 Treaty of Versailles is signed, ending WW I (1919) 

29 Shakespeare' Globe Theater burns down. (1613) 

30 French acrobat Blondin crosses over the Niagara Falls on a tightrope. (1859) 

` 

The Month Of June continued from page 5. 

http://guides.tulsalibrary.org/genealogy/
http://guides.tulsalibrary.org/genealogy/
http://www.tulsagenealogy.org
mailto:sandi@familyunite.net
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Tulsa Genealogical Society June Workshops: Tulsa Outreach Center, 
2901 S. Harvard, Monday, June 18th and June 25th, 6:00 p.m. 

A new season of Genealogy Roadshow has begun on PBS.  

Airing on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. CST 

Tulsa Area Genealogy Activities 

“The Riverside Studio in Tulsa, Oklahoma, United States, also known as Tulsa Spotlight Club or Spotlight 

Theatre, w as built in 1928. It w as designed by architect Bruce Goff (designer  of Boston Avenue 

Church) in International Style. It was built as a house with a studio wing for a music teacher named Patti 

Adams Shriner. The house originally included a series of nine murals that Goff commissioned from Oklahoma 

artist Olinka Hardy, but the murals later disappeared from the building; their fate has never been established 

clearly.  

The front elevation is dominated by an enormous round window patterned with sand-blasted designs. On 

each side of this window there are smaller rectangular windows connected by black glass inserts to form a 

diagonal pattern. It has been suggested that these windows resemble the black keys on a piano keyboard. 

Facing financial distress during the Great Depression, Shriner lost her ownership of the building in 1933. 

Actor Richard Mansfield Dickinson bought it in 1941.  

Since 1953, Dickinson's Tulsa Spotlight Club has used the building to present his adaptation of the 19th-

century temperance melodrama The Drunkard. In 2013, actor-director Joe Sears, best known for his co-

creation of the Greater Tuna stage trilogy (and for the Tony nomination he received in 1985 for his 

performance in A Tuna Christmas), took charge as the production's new director. The play has been 

performed almost every Saturday night for six decades, and the company claims it to be the longest-running 

stage production in America. 

The Riverside Studio was listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places in 2001. It is located at 1381 

Riverside Drive. (Reservation required.)” 

Information  from Wikipedia.  

 

Sunday, June 19th 
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Coupon Cabin. Always get in the habit of searching these sites BEFORE you use the Checkout option and 

plunk down your money!  

5. Use Virtual Credit Card Numbers: Have you ever had a subscription service renew automatically especially 

when you decided you wanted to cancel? Most genealogy research sites force you to accept the auto-renew 

option (it is in the Terms of Service that, of course, you read before making your purchase, right?). One 

way around this is to go to your credit card or bank website and ask for a virtual credit card. By doing so, 

you can pay for a service from your bank or credit card, but the payment credentials won’t allow more 

than one payment generation.  

6. Access Your Local Library:  A card at a public library can be your ticket to savings when it comes to 

genealogy research! More and more municipalities are providing access to Ancestry.com, Fold3 and 

ProQuest as well as other subscriptions to their citizens. And don’t think you have to use these databases 

in person at the library! Very often, after getting your library card, you can access sites from home. As an 

example, in Wisconsin, state residents can access BadgerLink.  

7. Stay Alert and Be Alerted!  Sign up for a vendor’s newsletter where often you’ll be the first to know about a 

new product or a discount. Also, if the site has a blog, make sure you subscribe to the posts either via email 

or RSS feed. Concerned about receiving too much junk email? Create a special email account at Google or 

Yahoo that you use just for signing up for deals and specials. Also learn how to use Google Alerts to get 

notified: 

”Pay It Forward” - Be A Genealogy Mentor 

Mentor Areas of Expertise Contact Information 

Dorothy Becknell Software, Computer assistance, 

Organization, online research  

dottieb1@swbell.net 

Carol Ellis Jones Beginning, US Census, US 

Research, Google, Ancestry, Family 

Search, Family Tree Maker 

caroldesigns@cox.net 

Bill Graham US Research graham7111@cox.net 

Johanna Graham US Research, Computer program  

help, organization, getting started, 

internet research help 

graham7111@cox.net 

Jayne Mitchell All areas of genealogy research mjflippin@cox.net 

Karen Cornish Getting Started cornika@cox.net 

How about You?   

Seeking Help? Contact the person in the above list who best fits your  interest. If a topic is not listed 

which covers your area of concern, please send Dorothy an email.  

Mentors Needed: Library Research, Brick Walls: If you can help out a struggling genealogist, 

please let Dorothy know. Remember when you were learning? Who helped you?  

“Pay It Forward” 

7 Habits of Frugal Genealogists, continued from page 1 

mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net?subject=Mentoring
mailto:caroldesigns@cox.net?subject=Mentoring
mailto:graham7111@cox.net?subject=Mentoring
mailto:graham7111@cox.net?subject=Mentoring
mailto:mjflippin@cox.net
mailto:cornika@cox.net
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net?subject=mentoring
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Research Forms Cabinet 

Shelving of State Books 

Study Carrels 
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Carolyn Steele (Renown author  and TGS 

member) continues her blog, Preserving 

Legends, concerning  a ll thing s even 

remotely touching on genealogy, whether 

stories, research, or just interesting tidbits of 

life. 

You are invited to visit at: 

http://www.preservinglegends.blogspot.com/ 

It’s Time to BACK UP YOUR FILES! 

Check It Out! 

Battle of Round Mountain 

Location 

Mannford: southeast corner of OK-51 and Tower 
Road 36°7'48 N 96°17'13 W 

Inscription 

This first battle of the Civil War in Indian Territory 
began 6 miles south, Nov. 19, 1861, when Col. D.H. 
Cooper's Confederate vanguard was repulsed by 
Little Captain's warriors from Opothleyahola's Indian 
allies moving to north of the Arkansas River to avoid 
war.  

Oklahoma Historical Society 173-199 

TGS Genealogy Library 

Collection Northeastern State 

University 

Broken Arrow Campus. 

3100 E. New Orleans  

(New Orleans exit off 

Creek Turnpike) 

TGS June Board Meeting 

Thursday, June 9, 2016   6:00 P.M.  

Apple Barrel, BA 101st & Elm Pl. 

My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you know how you 

and God are alike?"  I mentally polished my halo and replied, "No, how are we 

alike?''  "You're both old," he replied. 

Smile for the day! 

http://preservinglegends.blogspot.com/
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Let’s tell the world! TGS has a Facebook Page! To show others how 
special TGS is,  go to Facebook and like our page. Ask your friends and family 

to support us with their likes!  And Share the events. Find us at   
http://www.facebook.com/tulsagenealogicalsocietyofficalsite/ 

Meetings: 

September - May 

3rd Monday each month 

General Meeting: 6 - 8 pm 

Open to public at no charge 

2901 S. Harvard 

Tu l sa  Genea log ica l  

Soc ie ty  

P O Box 35106 
Tulsa, OK 74153 

Dorothy Becknell, President 
cell: 918-814-1258 

“Promoting Family History Research...Worth Looking for - Worth Finding!” 

Newsletter Editor 

Dorothy Becknell 

2015-2016 

TGS Chair Appointments & 

Special Assignments: 
(Ctrl + Left Click for email address) 

 

Communications: Dorothy Becknell 

Finance: Jayne Mitchell 

Membership: Donna Harmon 

New Member Packets: Cynthia Barnes 

Programs: Carol Ellis-Jones 

Publications:  Sandi Ford  
Research: Jayne Mitchell 

Ways & Means: Karen Gilfillan 

Website: Dorothy Becknell 

TGS Membership 
2016-2017 Dues are now being received! 

 

Use PayPal on our website to send your payment! 
Or if you would rather snail mail your 

membership fees,   
please use the address;  

 
TGS P.O. Box 35106  74153 

 
Individual: $25.00      Family: $35.00 

 
Invite your friends and family members to join 
TGS!  You can also give a “gift” membership. 

(Membership Year is July 1st - June 30th) 

We’re on the Web! 
Check us out at 

www.tulsagenealogy.org 

http://www.facebook.com/tulsagenealogicalsocietyofficalsite
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net
mailto:mjflippin@cox.net
mailto:dh307@yahoo.com
mailto:Cynthia_Barnes80@yahoo.com
mailto:caroldesigns@cox.net
mailto:sandi@familyunite.net
mailto:mjflippin@cox.net?subject=Research
mailto:karen.gilfillan@live.com
mailto:dottieb1@swbell.net
http://www.tulsagenealogy.org

